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Given the strong and increasing influence of social media in the political space, and the tendencies
of the general opinion, and their ability to attract the interest of youth, it becomes compulsory to
understand the reasons for the expansion of extremist and populist discourses through these media.
We have witnessed lately the capacity of these media in affecting elections in the United States that is
considered one of the strongest democracies in the world in what concerns its possibilities to control
carrying out elections and evaluating them. The effect of social media is shown by the last scandal of
Facebook and its users’ data leaks used by some companies in the political market to influence the
elections in many countries in rude commercial ways. Thus, the users’ data and their personal lives
have become not just commodities for sale but deceitful means to manipulate the fates of peoples.
Perhaps this is just the apparent tip of the iceberg, which also shows the considerable possibilities
that these media provide relating to information and data transmission and flow between individuals.
Additionally, one of the greatest dangers threatening humanity is the close connection between
the philosophy and nature of these media in spreading information and attract users and the populist
and extremist discourse, as populism tends to oversimplify and flatten issues, usually led by attractive
charismatic personalities, misinformation, emotionally incendiary discourse that works on people’s
fear, and incites sectarian and ethnic strife. The danger of populism in non-democratic countries
emerges when the state weakens and the populist discourses take societies towards chaos and
bloody violence, in that emotional discourse enables the populist to greatly benefit from social media
that facilitate the diffusion of emotionally provocative misinformation and encourages mobilization.
Social media do not have enough potential to control this kind of information or examine
information inciting sectarian and racial strife. Besides, the ability of these discourses to hide behind
rights and liberties (right of expression, right of minorities) makes it difficult to be uncovered, with the
knowledge that the effects of these discourses differ depending on contexts. Talk about the rights
of minorities and liberties under a stable and democratic state is the same talk when it comes in the
context of social violence and in week states suffering from chaos.
The issue does not stop at technical tools and means to fight hate discourse, but more
dangerous are the standards and politics of social media when it comes to expansion and circulation,
as these media rely, in pushing their users to connect with them, on inciting emotions, oversimplifying
information and exploiting the receiver’s ‘naivety’. They also focus on emotions by creating lies and
excitement that excludes rational thinking.
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Social media’s reliance on emotions as a measure and standard of information, expansion,
and reachability to the majority of users enhances emotionally laden discourse at the expense of
rational discourse. They work on testing emotions to guide the users and influence their behaviors
by measuring their moods and psychological states. The great interest in these media, that has
reached the state of addiction, and their ability to affect users’ behaviors and change their values
and interests, threaten social and intellectual security, shake political stability in their transformation
in unpredictable directions very often. Perhaps the only possibly predictable prophecy is that social
media push towards irrationally chaotic directions.
This close connection between emotional information, in which there is a fusion of wrong ideas
and deceit, and the politics of social media has opened the door for populists and extremists to greatly
benefit from these platforms, especially if the politics of attraction and drawing attention resting on
emotion are taken to be the keys to enhancing and spreading populist and inflammatory discourse.
An example for this benefit is found in the populist discourse aimed at refugees and immigrants in
Europe and the United States. This populist discourse incites citizens’ fear and spreads a marginalizing
discourse replete with racism and discrimination to acquire audiences; social media platforms are
the greatest diffusers of these discourses that are difficult to control and diffuse through channels
following disciplinary standards and guidance. Those immigrants and refugees have become thus
scapegoats to electoral campaigns.
The dominance of emotional, naïve and petty discourse, full of deceit and lies, becomes easy
through these platforms and does not need any efforts as much as it needs making lies and stuffing
them with emotionally striking pettiness, and hence no room is left for critical thinking and rational
discourse. Because the standards and politics of social media suit the radical populist discourse, the
efforts of states and institutions to fight terrorism are not enough whatever their politics or material and
human resources are. The issue relates to politics and standards: what the populists need because
of this suitability of material and human resources is less than what anti-populists need to fight them.
Therefore, the information stuffed with emotion, irrationality, racial and religious discrimination is much
more influential and pervasive in these media.
The world has entered a new phase distinguished by the dominance of effective and strong
bearers of populist discourse, the enhancement of triviality, and the pervasiveness of hate and
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racism. This has also benefitted extremists and terrorists in spreading their ideas, propagating hate,
and mobilizing youth.
To study these serious phenomena and approach the role of social media in making and diffusing
populist discourses and extremist tendencies, the Mominoun without Borders Institution for Studies
and Researches, the Granada Institute for Researches and Higher Studies, Padova University, the
University of Eastern Piedmont, and the University Center for Culture, Law, and Religions in Italy
organize an International Conference on “Social Media, Populism and Extremism”. The focus of the
conference is not on the considerable possibilities that social media possess to exchange information
and communicate, a fact that has enhanced their mobilizing capacity. This has become common
knowledge even for non-specialists. The focus of the essential question of the conference will be on
the suitability of the nature of the populist and extremist discourse to the standards and politics of
social media platforms. The questions of the conference evolve around the following items:
- The populist and extremist discourse : its nature, tools, and contents
- Social media: standards and politics of expansion and circulation
- The degree of populist and extremist discourse’s reliance on social media in expansion and
effect
- How have standards and politics of social media affected the expansion of populist and extremist
discourse? What are the means and tools used currently by these media to limit the expansion of
these discourses?
- What is the future of populist and extremist discourse in the light of social media dominance and
their power?
- Since the essence upon which social media have rested is changing the receiver into a maker of
information, as everyone has become able to be a journalist spreading the news—in other words,
the ability of individual and collective interests to transfer their ideas and circulate them any time and
in any manner—that is, their essence stands on populist principles, what are the solutions to fight
the expansion of populist and extremist discourse and limit it.
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tFurther information on the conference
tTitle of conference: “Social Media, Populism, and Extremism”.
tLocation: Padova University, Padova, Italy.
tDate: November 16-17, 2018.
tParticipants: specialized academicians and researchers.
tOrganizers: Mominoun without Borders Institution for Studies and Researches,
The Granada Institute for Researches and Higher Studies, Padova University, the University
of Eastern Piedmont, and the University Center for Culture, Law, and Religion in Italy.
tLanguages: Arabic and English.

tScientific Committee:
t Mohamad Alani, Mominoun without Borders Institution for Studies and Researches, Rabat,
Morocco
t Stefano Allievi, Padova University, Italy
t Mohammed Bensalah, Faculty of Governance, Economic and Social Sciences,
Rabat,Morocco / Granada Institute for Researches and Higher Studies, Granada, Spain
t Paolo Branca, Catholic University of Milan, Italy
t Alessandro Ferrari, University of Insubria, Italy
t Renzo Guolo, Padova Univesrsity, Italy
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t Enzo Pace, Padova University, Italy
t Loïc Le Pape, University Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne
t Roberto Mazzola, University of Piemonte Orientale, the Interuniversity Center for Culture,
Law, and Religions-FIDR, Italy
t Yunis Qandil, Mominoun without borders Foundation, The Granada Institute for Researches
and Higher Studies/Free University of Berlin, Germany
t Vincenzo Romania, Padova University, Italy
t Mohamed Khalid Rhazzali, University of Padua, Italy/Lausanne University, Switzerland

For further information : info@mominoun.com

Remark:
A symbolic compensation shall be allocated to research
papers presented at the conference
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